
 

 

STEIDINGERS 
Asian Adventures with Jesus 

A modern day story from the Book of Acts 
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Thank you for joining with 
us to make this trip the trip 
of a lifetime for Josiah and 
Justin.  We have posted a 
great many updates on 
Facebook and you may have 
heard many of the stories but 
we wanted to reserve this 
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special edition newsletter for 
those of you who have 
personally supported us 
financially.  Your support 
made the stories listed below 
possible and you were as 
much a part of this fruit as 
we were.  Please enjoy! 
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This trip was truly an adventure for both Josiah and I.  
For me, I have flown extensively for business both 
internationally and domestically but for Josiah, this 
was his first time flying at an age he can remember.  
All window seats, that is all he wanted.  He couldn’t 
wait to look out at the huge world below and how 
small everything was.  He was a little nervous on 
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takeoff but handled it well and really enjoyed it.  We 
spent day 1 in New York City as we had an 8 hour 
layover.  We went to Dylan’s Candy Café which is 
world famous.  If you like sugar you should visit 
sometime.  Josiah enjoyed an interesting drink called 
a Raspberry Lemonade mixed with all sorts of sugary 
goodness.  I probably shouldn’t have given him that  

A long road to get there… 

HIGHLIGHTS 
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Thailand: 
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Josiah baptizes Muslims into the 
Kingdom of God in a lake near one of 
the villages. 

The Power of a Living God: Signs 
Wonders, and Miracles that followed.  
Deaf ears opened, blind eyes see and 
the lame walk in Jesus Name. 

Jesus invades a Buddhist Worship 
service with healing and the power 
of God.  The town showed up for 
Buddha and left praising Jesus. 

“Written, these stories would appear as 
something straight out of the Book of Acts!” 

Worshipping Jesus in a sex 
trafficking nightclub and 
seeing people touched by 
Holy Spirit 
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much sugar before a long flight 
but it actually may have helped 
the transition to a 12-hour time 
difference.   

Total travel time to Yangon 
Myanmar was 33 hours with 
stops in New York and Qatar.  
We arrived early on Monday 
morning and spent the day 
resting and seeing some local 
sites.  We met up with Sean and 
Maayan Steckbeck, our friends 
from Israel, who were joining us 
for the trip.  My friend Sean used 
to be  in youth group with me as 
a teenager.  After attending the 
Brownsville School of Revival 
and meeting his wife Ayelet 
from Israel, they married and 
moved to Israel to reach the 
Jewish people for Christ.  Sean 
has been a practitioner in 
making disciples who make 
disciples for a number of years 
and is responsible for opening 
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my eyes to the simplicity of the 
gospel when it comes to making 
disciples.  More of that to come 
later. 

I’m very thankful to Sean for 
teaching me what he has and 
opening the door of opportunity 
for me in Asia. My trip in 
October, this trip with Josiah, 
and other upcoming trips over 
the course of the next 6 to 12 
months are life-changing for me 
and the people who received the 
good news.  The gospel of Jesus 
Christ is powerful to change 
lives of both the person giving it 
and the life of him who receives 
it.  I couldn’t possibly document 
all the stories and things we 
witness in this newsletter but I 
have chosen some really 
impactful ones to share with 
you. 

Josiah about to enjoy his 
“Raspberry Lemonade” 
mixed with Nerds, Rock 

Candy, Sour Swirl Lolipops 
and Gummy Bears.  I tried to 
help him but it was quite a bit 

of sugar 

1

Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

This is exactly what we did and experienced while 
in Myanmar.  When we enter a village a crowd 
would gather.  White skin and blonde hair is rare in 
Asia and it is automatically associated with 
intelligence and wealth.  So, when white skinned 
people come to the village everyone wants to come 
and hear what they have to say.  As people gathered 
and word spread, we would begin sharing stories.  
We would share stories about our trip thus far and 

Baptizing them in the name of… 

Josiah baptizing Muslims into the 
Kingdom of Jesus! 

Continued on page 5 
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When it comes to healing, signs, wonders and 
miracles sometimes it is more important to receive 
the kingdom like a child and just believe what 
daddy is saying rather than trying to figure out 
what he really meant and argue with what he is 
saying.  Jesus heals today!  The Holy Spirit was 
meant to give us power from God to carry out the 
works of God.  Our willingness to believe it and 
exercise our faith produces the fruit of it. 

The Blind See and the Deaf Hear 
“Go and report to John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me” 
-Matt 11:4 

I was expecting to see miracles while in Myanmar.  I 
have been there before and we see great and mighty 

The Power of a Living God 
Signs, Wonders and Miracles 
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things.  I will say we were not expecting to see as 
much of the things we saw.  Over 12 people with 
blind or nearly blind eyes opened, as many or more 
people with hearing problems or deafness, stroke 
paralysis, bad knees, shoulders, tumors, infections 
and a host of other ailments all bowed their knee to 
the power of Jesus Christ.  And it wasn’t limited to 
Sean and I and our super seasoned faith in Christ.  
No, I was really impressed with how quickly and 
how much faith our kids exhibited on this trip.  To 
say I was proud is an understatement. 

In the picture above we were in a village meeting 
with Buddhist people and Sean’s daughter received 
a word of knowledge from the Holy Spirit that 
someone there was deaf in their left ear and 
struggled with dizziness.  The 13-year-old boy in 
the picture raised his hand and came forward.  
Sean, Maayan, and Josiah laid hands on him and 

Continued… 
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began to pray for healing.  He ended up lying on 
the ground as in the picture.  He got up after a few 
minutes and said with a smile, “I can hear!” 

Kids and the Holy Spirit 
In another instance, Josiah received a word of 
knowledge that someone had pain in the lower part 
of their legs and Maayan tagged his statement 
with, “And the same person has trouble seeing 
from one of their eyes.”  Now, I’ll ask you, what are 
the chances that two 11-year-old kids can speak 
two different things about people in attendance 
and manage to get it right.  But sure enough, 
someone raised their hand and Josiah and Maayan 
prayed for them.  Their eyes were restored and the 
pain in their legs disappeared. 

Leaders meeting 
On day one we went to one of our network leaders 
homes to do a training on the kingdom among our 
network leaders from the area.  About 8 leaders 
showed up but the community was intrigued by 
the white skin in this house and began to gather.  
The homeowner (one of our leaders) asked if we 
could instead meet out front and minister to the 
people.  We agreed and began to share stories.  As 
we shared stories we started to pray and see people 
get healed.  Sean ran off to baptize 4 new believers 
while I continue praying for the sick.  To be honest, 
I was a bit overwhelmed by all of the people 
wanting prayer as soon as possible and 
communicating everything through an interpreter.  
It was difficult to keep up.  I later learned from our 
kids that while I was praying they started getting 
words of knowledge about people, would go 
together and pray for them, and people were 
getting healed.  I was so proud to see them step 
out! 

Polio must bow 
One story that made a lot of news in Myanmar was 
the “Polio Child”.  As we entered one village we 
came to the meeting location under a large shade 
tree.  It was 105 degrees in the middle of this desert 
but with no humidity the shade 
made it bearable.  As we 

(Continued) 

Donec 
interdum 
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approached the group I noticed a mother 
holding a child who was deformed with arms, 
legs and neck twisted in different directions.  
My heart broke and instinctively I asked the 
mother if I could hold her child.  I remember 
thinking, “What kind of life will this child 
have?” and “What kind of life will her mother 
have?”  She depended on her mother in 
everything. 

I learned that this child had contracted Polio at 3 
days old and the result was muscular and nerve 
damage to her body.  She was now 5 years old 
and looked like a 3 year old with barely any 
muscle on her bones.  She could not sit upright, 
hold up her head, talk or walk.  She laid on the 
ground or in her mother’s arms and nothing 
else.    

As I held her in my arms compassion 
overwhelmed me.  I kissed her head and prayed 
over her.  I began to speak life into her body and 
command the restoration of all the nerves, 
muscles and brain functions to be restored. I 
began to rebuke the evil spirit that was plaguing 
her and every time I would speak directly to the 
evil spirit saying, “Come out of her now in the 
name of Jesus.” She would scream and start to 
cry.  I heard the devil saying things like, “You’re 
going to upset her mom!” and “You’re scaring 
this child.” but I knew what was going on.  
There was an evil spirit at work here and it did 
not want to leave this girl alone. 

During the 2 hours at this village all I did was 
hold this child in 105 degree heat.  My arms 
cramped and sweat poured from my arms and 
body from the excess heat we were generating.  
Sean, Maayan, and Josiah led the teaching and 
praying for people during this visit seeing one 
boy’s hearing restored in his left ear.  At the end 
of the 2 hours it was time to leave.  I did not 
understand why but I did not see her healing.  I 
had faith, I was confident I addressed the evil in 
her but nothing had changed.  I left those 
questions out there for God and continued on 
believing His word all the same.  

Continued… 
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stories about Jesus.  In many of the villages the 
people have heard about Jesus from our indigenous 
network on the ground but they are still considering 
it.  For a country that is heavily Buddhist and some 
Muslim changing your mind and deciding to follow 
Jesus can be met with severe persecution and 
potentially death.  It is not a decision that is made 
lightly.  In many cases people start to believe in 
Jesus but they are unwilling to be baptized or 
change their current worship practices because of 
family division or persecution they may experience. 
However, when we arrive and they hear the stories 
and see the power of a living God in action they are 
filled with faith and want to follow him.  

Over the course of a week in Myanmar we were 
able to participate in or witness a combined 111 
baptisms of new believers.  Josiah, at the age of 11, 
was able to baptize 18 himself.  Oh how I wish I had 
learned at a young age the glory of seeing people 
fall in love with Jesus in this way.  Where would I 
be now?  Of the 111 baptisms, we saw 18 of them 
among a completely unreached people group 
known as the Taungyo people.  They are a closed 
society with little outside influence and no 
indigenous followers of Jesus.  After talking to them 
about how Jesus ends the cycle of suffering in 
Buddhism they chose to change their thinking, 
follow him, and be baptized.  Our local leaders will 
do some follow-up and it has already been 
requested that I return soon to train these people 
further.  We are planning this trip now. 

There are many stories of healing and miracles in 
this letter and many more to share but the highlight 
of them all is seeing people experience the power of 
a living God and changing their minds to believe in 
and follow him.  There is only one joy from this trip 
greater than personally getting wet with someone 
and that is teaching someone else, like my son, to 
get wet with someone.  Praise be to Jesus for his 
mighty love for the people of Myanmar and his 
drawing their hearts to repentance! 

Baptizing them in the name… 
(Continued) 
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The following morning around 11:00 while at a 
Muslim village we received a call from the mother.  
She said her daughter was sitting up and holding 
her head up for the first time in her life.  She was 
extremely excited and asked to speak to me.  I of 
course could not understand what she said but I just 
responded by praising Jesus and saying “Yeshu 
Critdaw” or Jesus Christ.  As I handed the phone 
back to Sister Laugher I pondered how we just have 
to believe and leave the questions to God. 

As Sister Laughter hung up, her phone rang a 
second time.  It was another village leader saying 
they had heard of the Polio child and that we MUST 
bring this healing power to 14 villages in their area.   

YAY GOD! 

 

Polio Child 
(Continued) 

Josiah amazed me!  He would tell stories 
of Jesus, Baptize people, receive words of 

knowledge for people, lay hands on 
people and see the power of God heal 

them.  Then, he would turn around and 
be a kid again making friends at every 
turn.  I don’t think he stopped being a 
kid at any point.  He just believed God 

with child-like faith. 
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Step Aside Buddha: Jesus takes center stage 
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In one part of central Myanmar we were given an 
opportunity to visit the Palaung people of the mountains 
of Myanmar near Kalaw.   

The village leader is like a governor over a number of 
villages and had become friends with our network 
leader, Sister Laugher. As a devout Buddhist he had been 
resistant to letting her into his villages.  However, she 
had mentioned some of the miracles we had seen in 
previous towns and he was curious to see the power of 
God.  So, he allowed us to meet with a small village 
called Daunglaw.  During that meeting, one of the heads 
of village had a tumor in his back and severe pain that 
was completely healed.  Upon experiencing and seeing 
this the governor offered to take us to the Palaung people 
where there were many sick, blind and deaf.  We would 
go that evening and our recently healed Daunglaw 
leader insisted on joining us to see more. 

This day was a holy day for Buddhists and we arrived at 
4:00 in the afternoon.  The village was not expecting us 
but, they had gathered together at the monastery under a 
Buddha tree.  When we arrived there was a great deal of 
excitement.  Many of these people had not met foreigners 
and they quickly invited us to join them in the 
monastery.  As we sat down they offered us locally 
grown green tea, bananas, cigars, and some cookies.  We 
sat and enjoyed the company. 

Sister Laughter was talking with one of the ladies who 
complained of a health issue.  She started praying for her 
and then told Sean there was another woman who 
needed prayer.  As Sean started praying the Holy Spirit 
spoke to me, “Get ready, this is about to get serious.”  I 
said the same to Maayan and Josiah.  30 seconds later, 
one of the ladies was healed and the crowd went wild.  
Immediately we were being asked to pray for people.  
Folks were pressing in on us, grabbing our arms and 
nearly pushing others out of the way to be next.  We saw 
over 8 folks with blind or severely limited sight healed, 
deaf ears opened, stroke paralysis cured,  pains in legs 
and arms leave, tumors dissolve and a number of other 

Josiah and Maayan pose 
under the “Buddha tree” next 

to the monastery. 
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items. 

In one instance, Sean was praying 
for a woman with a heart 
condition.  As he prayed, she 
suddenly fell to the ground under 
the power of God.  The crowd  
became scared afraid she had 
experienced a heart attack.  We 
explained this was the power of 
God and they continued having us 
pray while waiting for her to 
“wake up.”   

We stayed till dark and people 
started to retire.  It was amazing 
to see a Buddhist time of worship 
taken over by the power of a 
Living God! 
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The last few days of our trip we 
spent with some friends in 
Thailand.  We wanted Josiah and 
Maayan to have some fun as part 
of this trip they had worked so 
hard on.  During the days we 
went on elephant rides and 
visited with monkeys but at 
night the guys would go 
downtown to the night district 
and share the love of Jesus with 
prostitutes, drug dealers, and 
drunks. 

It was amazing to see God open 
doors as I played live music with 
bands in the bars.  I saw many 
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things that were uncomfortable 
to me but I also learned how to 
show Jesus’ love in the midst of 
so much darkness.  We saw 
people healed and had great 
discussions about Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit while we were there.   

I spent several nights speaking 
with one bartender about Jesus 
and what relationship with Jesus 
looks like.  The fruits of those 
conversations are coming to 
fruition weeks later.  Our local 
missionary continued to spend 
time with her and she has now 
decided you get baptized, follow 

Thailand Night Life: Light Shines Brightest in Dark Places 

Leading worship in Thailand at 
a Sex Trafficking bar 
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Jesus, and figure out how to use 
her bar for his glory.  There are so 
many great stories I could share 
here but I’ve said enough. If I 
don’t stop now I’ll never get this 
letter out to you guys. 

I’d like to close by thanking you for your support both financially and prayerfully while we 
were traveling.  No letter I could send could possibly express the impact this trip has had on 
both Josiah’s and my life.  There are simply too many stories.  I hope even in this letter that you 
were able to reach the end as it was a long one.   

The life we lived in Myanmar and Thailand is the life that we want to live every day.  If asked , 
Josiah would tell you he’s ready to go and live there permanently right now!  While I don’t 
believe that is part of God’s immediate plan I have known for the better part of the past year that 
God is calling our family to missions.  He is beginning to put the pieces in place and move us in 
that direction. I can’t give you the details for what “Steidingers To All Nations” in this letter but 
we are moving in the right direction and will keep you updated as we move closer. Until then, 
thank you for praying for us and joining us in reaching All Nations!   

 

Thank you! 

The Steidingers 
Justin and Wendy 

Ethan, Hanan, Josiah, and Kaitlin 


